
l\flNUTES 
WORK SESSION OF THE 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Tuesday, August 4, 2020 

5:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman Denver 
Braswell. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss upcoming agenda items and any other 
county business deemed necessary. The meeting was duly called and advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Barbara Jelks, Chris Hunnicutt, Marc 
DeMott, Al Whittington, Paul Nagy, Johnny Hardin, and Chairman Denver F. Braswell. 
Also present was County Administrator Chas Cannon, County Attorney Lester M. 
Castellow, and County Clerk Melissa Lawson. 

ALSO PRESENT: Maintenance Superintendent Mac Lawson, Road Superintendent Stan 
Kirksey, Solid Waste Manager Stacy Griffin, Finance Director David Zeanah, EMS 
Director Amy Williams, Clerk of Court Lynn Purvis, Deputy Clerk Jessica Boyd, Tax 
Commissioner Cindy Harvin, Sheriff Rod Howell, Chief Tax Assessor Jim Mac Booth, TBR 
President John Taylor, MCCPRA Executive Director Greg Icard, EDA President Barbara 
Grogan, Chamber of Commerce President Tommie Beth Willis, Jean Gay, Commissioner -
Elect Mike Boyd, and Kevin Hall, Reporter with the Moultrie Observer. 

REQUEST TO DISPLAY SIGNAGE - DAR: Ms. Jean Gay with the John Benning 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution addressed the Board in order to 
request permission to display a sign in honor of the 1 oath anniversary of the 19th amendment 
granting women the right to vote. 

In conclusion, Ms. Gay thanked the Board for the opportunity to address them. 

TAX CO:Ml\flSSIONER: Tax Commissioner Cindy S. Harvin stated that in order to 
accept partial payments for property taxes she would prefer to have official authorization 
from the Board. 

APPROVAL OF AUTHORIZATION TO ACCEPT PARTIAL PROPERTY 
TAX PAYMENTS: Commissioner Nagy made the motion to authorize Tax 
Commissioner Cindy S. Harvin to accept partial property tax payments. Commissioner 
Whittington made a second. The motion carried unanimously. 

Mrs. Harvin noted that this in no way obstructed or prevented the levy of the property for 
the nonpayment of taxes. 

TAX ASSESSOR: Jim Mac Booth, Chief Tax Assessor, stated that the county had 
received 200 commercial property tax appeals and 112 residential property tax appeals. 
Although not many Board of Equalization appeal requests had been made, Mr. Booth noted 
that the appeal deadline was not until August 14. 

Discussion thoroughly ensued regarding a timeline for hearing property tax appeals, 
obtaining digest figures, and setting the millage rate. 
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Mrs. Harvin noted that the requested extension for submission of the tax digest was effective 
through September 30. 

Discussion ensued regarding required training for Board of Equalization members and a 
possible increase in per diem for those members. 

(Jim Mac Booth, Cindy Harvin, Lynn Purvis, and Jessica Boyd exited the meeting at 5:28 
p.m.) 

(Sheriff Rod Howell entered the meeting at 5:29 p.m.) 

MCCPRA UPDATE: At this time, Greg Icard, Executive Director of the Moultrie -
Colquitt County Parks and Recreation Authority, granted the board an overall update of 
parks and facilities, programming, and facility improvement progress and schedules. 

Mr. Icard presented an economic impact analysis and in conclusion, thanked the Board for 
their support. 

TBR QUARTERLY UPDATE: John Taylor, President of Taylor Benefit Resource, 
presented an update of the county employee health benefits program. 

Mr. Taylor reviewed a list of demographic information, top health providers, and the most 
commonly prescribed prescriptions. 

Mr. Taylor stated that a prescription drug import program from Tier I countries was an 
excellent way to realize significant savings, although he did not suggest mandating the 
program. 

Mr. Taylor thanked the Board for the opportunity to present. 

BUDGET REVIEW: County Administrator Chas Cannon presented an overview of all 
major county financial funds, citing no major issues or concerns. 

Mr. Cannon presented a list of financial indicators, inclusive of sales tax and revenue 
comparisons. 

BOARD PREVIEW: County Administrator Chas Cannon presented an overview of 
upcoming agenda items to be previewed before the regular meeting of the board at 7:00 p.m. 

• Presentation of Proclamation and Resolution - Mr. Cannon noted that the following 
proclamation and resolution would be presented during the Board meeting: 

o Proclamation in Honor of Law Enforcement and Public Safety Officials; 

o Resolution Honoring the Retirement of Donald E. Davis; 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding the presentation of these items. 
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• Approval of Appointment to Hospital Board - Mr. Cannon stated that the names of 
Dr. Justin Baker, Dr. Kirby Smith, and Dr. Andy Cordista would be submitted to 
CRMC for consideration regarding appointment to the Hospital Authority. Mr. 
Cannon noted that the term of current member Dr. Jim Keith would expire at the 
end of September. 

• Approval of Encroachment Agreement - Sabal Trail Transmission, LLC - Mr. 
Cannon presented an agreement with Sabal Trail agreeing to certain encroachment 
improvements as a result of the county's street and draining improvements to 
Greenfield Church Road. Mr. Cannon noted that an invoice, in the amount of 
$5,829.00, was also included regarding the relocation of a testing station. 

• Approval of Services Agreement - Carr, Riggs, & Ingram - Mr. Cannon presented a 
services agreement with CRI regarding the provision of external auditing services. 
As a result, Mr. Cannon recommended the re-appointment of CRI as the county's 
external auditing firm. 

Tom Carmichael, President of CRI, joined the meeting via teleconference to discuss 
the services agreement. 

Auditing services for the Economic Development Authority were briefly discussed. 

• Approval of Forklift Bid - Solid Waste Department - Mr. Cannon presented the 
recommended bid, in the amount of$31,750.00, submitted by Thompson Lift Trucks 
regarding the provision of a forklift to be utilized by the Solid Waste Department. 
Mr. Cannon noted that funding was available in the FY 20 - 21 Solid Waste Fund 
for this purchase. 

• Approval of Quote for Cardiac Monitor - EMS Department - Mr. Cannon presented 
the sole source quote, in the amount of$38,585.26, submitted by Stryker regarding a 
cardiac monitor, inclusive of 6 year maintenance and data plan, to be utilized by 
EMS personnel. Mr. Cannon noted that funding was available in the FY 20 - 21 
Capital Projects Fund for this purchase. 

• Public Hearings - Mr. Cannon stated that three zoning requests would necessitate 
public hearings. Mr. Cannon called upon Justin H. Cox, Chief Compliance Officer, 
to present the following zoning applications: 

o Rezoning Request-AG to M-1 - Old Berlin Road; 
o Major Subdivision Request - Modification of existing subdivision boundaries 

within Crestwood Gardens; 
o Variance Request - Reduce road frontage for lots within the abovementioned 

subdivision request; 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding the applications presented. 
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• County Attorney - At this time, Lester M. Castellow, County Attorney, stated that 
upon further review, the proposed annexation that was recently objected to by the 
county, located off Tallokas Road, included a third parcel that made the property 
contiguous. As a result, Mr. CasteUow stated that the county should rescind the 
objection and allow the annexation to proceed. 

Discussion briefly ensued regarding the issue. 

ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES: At this time, Mr. Cannon discussed the following 
issues to be brought to the Board's attention: 

• Proposal for Courthouse Annex Security Improvements - Mr. Cannon called upon 
Sheriff Rod Howell to discuss United States Marshall security recommendations 
from 2017. 

Sheriff Howell stated that it was a demand on personnel to secure three courtroom 
locations. He further stated that having one point of entry into the Courthouse 
Annex, along with a deputy sheriff and metal detectors, would provide much needed 
security at the location. In addition, Sheriff Howell recommended panic bars on the 
front doors and security badges for employees and authorized personnel to enter the 
building. 

Sheriff Howell mentioned that a single, centralized facility for all court personnel 
would be ideal. 

Discussion ensued regarding this issue. 

• Preview of Building Improvement Bids - Mac Lawson, Maintenance Supervisor, 
briefly discussed bid results concerning the Jail, Health Department, Maintenance 
Shop, and Public Works Building. 

Due to time constraints, Mr. Cannon suggested discussing the bid results in detail at 
the Mid - Month Review Called Meeting. 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key, upcoming dates. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:55 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denver Braswell 
Chairman 
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